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Faculty of Law, University of Priština in Kosovska Mitrovica

THE STATUS OF THE SERBIAN ORTODOX CHURCH AND THE 
SERBIAN POPULATION IN ISC

Summary

After the outbreak of the Second World War and the German attack on 
the Kingdom of Yugoslavia, there was a unilateral declaration of independence 
of Croatia on April 10, 1941. The formation of the ISC was immediately 
supported by Germany and Italy. However, what will happen to the Serbian 
Orthodox Church and the Serbian population on the territory of the Independent 
State of Croatia surpasses even the most terrible premonitions. 

The authorities of the newly founded state have decided to clash with the 
Serbian Orthodox Church and the Serbs on their territory. The usage of the 
Cyrillic alphabet was forbidden and the term “Orthodox religion” has been 
replaced by the term “Greek-Eastern religion”. 

Immediately after the creation of the state, the Croatian authorities set 
out to slay and expel the clergy of the Serbian Orthodox Church and to murder 
or convert the population to Catholicism. This paper will demonstrate the attitude 
of the Croatian Ustaša authorities towards the Orthodox clergy, but also the 
Serbian people. We will also show the real peril of using the term "Ustaša" 
without emphasizing that they are Croats who were in power at the time of the 
formation of the Independent State of Croatia and Croats who pursued anti-
Serbian stance by killing and expelling the Serb population. 

The historical, statistical, comparative and sociological method will be 
used to present the stated facts.
Keywords: Serbian Orthodox Church, Serbs, Croats, Ustaše, genocide, 
Orthodoxy
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