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"EQUALITY OF ARMS" IN MACEDONIA 
ACCORDING TO ARTICLE 6 OF THE ECHR 

- PRACTICE OF ECtHR - 

Summary 

The right to a fair trial is one of the key indicators of democracy in any country. The 
judicial authorities and their case law must meet the standards to ensure the right to a fair 
trial. „Equality of arms” is not explicitly stated in Article 6 of the European Convention on 
Human Rights but is considered to be an implicit principle of the right to a fair trial. The 
purpose of this article is to elaborate on the right to "equality of arms" in criminal 
proceedings in Macedonia and the problems encountered during its implementation. To 
achieve this, case studies from the European Court of Human Rights will be presented. The 
case law selected from the ECtHR is particularly relevant compared to other decisions. Our 
analysis and interpretation of Article 6 of the Convention in criminal proceedings is 
informed by doctrinal material. The study produced a distinctive doctrinal commentary on 
the principle of "equality of arms" in the context of the contradictory, impartial, and 
independent judicial principles. It also addressed the minimum rights of individuals 
undergoing criminal prosecution, which are guaranteed by the Convention. 

Key words: equality of arms, criminal proceedings, ECHR, ECtHR, accused, public 
prosecutor. 
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