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STATUS AND RIGHTS OF CHILDREN IN ARMED CONFLICTS

Summary

For some categories of individuals, armed conflicts have more serious 
consequences, given their particular situation and vulnerability, namely children. 
Therefore, they should enjoy special protection. The reason for this lies in the fact 
that children are often not only victims in armed conflicts, but are also manipulated 
and exploited in various ways. Thus, in some situations, children are even recruited 
to commit crimes that constitute the most serious violations of international 
humanitarian law. This type of engagement, which is now widespread, has long-term 
effects on the psychological, physical, and social maturation of children. The 
increasingly common phenomenon demonstrates the need to protect this category of 
individuals at the international level and to present documents that improve the status 
of children. International mechanisms that influence the international community 
with their views also contributed by creating new rules that help to secure the 
position of children. For example, the forced recruitment of children under the age 
of 18 and their participation in armed conflicts is considered one of the worst forms 
of child labor. On the other hand, the recruitment of children under the age of 15 is 
a war crime enshrined in numerous international documents, such as the Rome 
Statute of the International Criminal Court.

Key words: children, international humanitarian law, armed conflicts.
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