https://doi.org/10.63177/is¢.2026.04
review paper

submitted: 01.04.2026.

accepted: 05.05.2026.

Ana JEVTOVIC, Ph.D.
Research Associate, Institute for Political Studies, Republic of Serbia,
ana.jevtovic@ips.ac.rs, ORCID: 0009-0003-3877-225X.

Nenad PERIC, Ph.D.

Full Professor and Senior Research Associate, Institute for Serbian Culture PriStina-
Leposavi¢, Republic of Serbia, nenad.peric@iskp.ac.rs, ORCID: 0000-0002-8332-
0805.

"BLACK CHRONICLE” AND VIOLATION OF THE RIGHT TO PRIVACY IN
MEDIA REPORTING

Summary

The authors consider the complex relationship between the media and crime,
especially analyzing the status of the “black chronicle” section and violations of the
right to privacy in journalistic reporting. The basic premise of the paper is that the
media, by forcing sensationalist-tabloid headlines and photos of actors of various
criminal and deviant phenomena in the race for ratings and clickstreams, often violate
legal norms and professional codes. Publishing unnecessary details about the methods
of committing a criminal offense does not contribute to better reporting or the
protection of the public interest, but it causes deep suffering to victims and their
families, violating their dignity and causing additional pain. The results of the analysis
show that the Serbian press is preoccupied with violent content, purposefully selected
and narratively simplified in order to astonish and shock readers. Leaking and
manipulating statements from confidential sources, disclosing information while an
investigation is ongoing, and revealing details from the lives of victims' family
members are just some of the examples of how unprofessional behavior by journalists
can be a reason for human rights violations, because by not respecting the presumption
of innocence, journalists make it difficult or impossible for the courts to be impartial.
The change in the genre paradigm is also visible in the popularization of necrophilic
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journalism, which, by selling images of death, suffering, and grief of relatives and
close friends, tramples on their privacy for the sake of profit. We have also noticed a
lack of permanent education of the public about the right to privacy, but what is more
important for the wider community - the lack of more active prevention of all types
of social deformities.

Keywords: "black chronicle", violence, reporting, sensationalism, right to
privacy.

1. INTRODUCTION

According to the documentation of the Business Registers Agency (2025), there
are about two and a half thousand on the list, while research by the Media Association
(Ognjanov et al., 2025) suggests that the figure is around 2,310. The Journalists'
Association of Serbia does not have precise records, but it has information that 477
media outlets were removed from the list of the Business Registers Agency because
they did not submit the necessary information on ownership even three months after
the Law on Public Information and Media came into force (November 2023), but they
do not state how many media outlets remain. Our research shows that only television
and digital media' have a growth trend, and the very fact that no one in Serbia knows
the exact number of media outlets operating in the public space shows how
unregulated the area of public information is.

The question of how much funding the media can count on this year is related
to our research topic. Marketing data shows that 274 million euros have been allocated
for these purposes in 2024. It is known to professionals in media that the majority of
these funds end up in the pockets of a few owners of large, primarily television
companies, so it is clear that the remaining media do not have enough funds for the
normal functioning and maintenance of basic media functions, therefore they have not
enough funds for conducting adequate editing.

Our specificity is that in media practice, in addition to commercial broadcasters,
civil sector media and public media services also count on money from media
advertising, which significantly complicates the financing process. The crisis is best
seen in the press, which was the first to be hit by digitalization. At the end of last year,

!'"In Serbia, 2,182 media outlets were registered in 2024, of which 1,180 were recorded as online media
outlets. Compared to 2018, the number of television stations increased from 211 to 217, news agencies
from 23 to 31, while the number of radio stations decreased from 309 to 268, and print media from 863
to only 468," claims the study "The Right Measure of Media 2025", conducted by the Media
Association.
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around 480 print media were published in Serbia, which is half as many as five years
ago. Circulations that amounted to up to 800,000 (in case of Politika over one million)
copies are today many times smaller, so we can talk about a fight for survival, because
only 6% of the marketing pie goes to the press (IAB, 2025).

The place of newspapers, magazines and weeklies has been taken by
increasingly numerous digital platforms and portals, which have exceeded the total
number of traditional media (television, radio stations and newspapers). This is not a
neutral or seemingly only quantitative change: their audience is made up of young,
digitally literate individuals who want to summarize everything in a few lines and
seconds, because (they think) they don't have much free time or attention span or both.

The change is fundamental — in the competition with algorithms and clicks, the
press is losing the race and slowly disappearing. This is a global process that forces
editors and owners of print media to make an unhappy choice: either they will find
the lost logic and meaning of critical thinking through editorial autonomy and depth
of interpretation, or they will get lost in the multitude of tabloid-sensationalist media
that seek popularity by forcing "dark chronicles" and criminality, while violating the
right to privacy and ethich of journalism and in general. (Ilepuh, Kpacyspa n
Panojesuhi, 2010, 25; Ilepuh, BacusseBuh-bnarojesnh u Byjuh, 2017, 51-52).

We see the theoretical basis in the study of Hallin and Mancini, who essentially
distinguish three basic models of media systems: 1. Liberal — USA and Great Britain
to a certain extent; 2. Democratic-corporate — Northern and Central Europe; 3.
Polarized-pluralistic — Mediterranean countries (Hallin & Mancini 2004, 66—89). Our
country is within the framework of the third model, which, among other things, is
characterized by high political influence in the work of the media and their insufficient
financial independence, which opens up space for the influence of external factors on
the content. Violation of legal norms and professional codes is then “explained” by
market pressures and political clientelism.

The issue of the quality of the Serbian daily press is complex, as it often
contradicts the basic journalistic concept. In its analysis, the theory of utility and
pleasure, agenda and framing can be applied, in that the quality of content expresses
the measure of correspondence between what the press (including portals) provides to
its recipients and what they expect (want) from it.

From such a commercial-trade perspective, the emergence of the popularity of
tabloids, the excessive growth of sensationalism, cheap entertainment and "yellow
journalism" is undeniable. Narratives that force the violation of the right to privacy
most often belong to black chronicles. Theorists have recognized their meaning:
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“Emotionally and expressively marked words directed at the attention of users awaken
empathy and the desire of users to actively participate in social criticism that excites
and disturbs the wider community” (Jevtovi¢ & Mari¢, 2022: 811). In the press,
storytelling techniques are used during reporting, which aim at the emotions of the
audience, while portals insist on visualizing content that resembles a short story.
Christian Salmon recognizes in storytelling “a machine that dictates people to identify
with ideas and adapt to protocols, a machine for producing stories and formatting the
mind”. (2011: 124).

In the dominant market orientation of the media industry, there arises the
question of the interrelationship between journalistic rights and responsibilities,
because in the world of egomania, clickstreams and the logic of capital, the abstract
ideal of professional behavior towards the public seems to be largely marginalized.
Media theorists do not dispute the dichotomy in media orientation, agreeing that in
media practice it is extremely difficult to separate the financial interests of the media
from the legitimate interests of the public to be informed.

2. METHODOLOGICAL FRAMEWORK OF WORK AND RESEARCH

Privacy is a complex concept that is difficult to define and resists terminological
limitations. In a digitally networked society, curiosity about others grows to the point
of obscenity, so the question of the public's right to find out and the individual's right
to privacy justifiably arises. Theorists, therefore, see this issue as a fundamental value
that "must aggressively fight against other values, especially in our information
society. We are interested in the activities of others, and the disclosure of facts through
the media and other agencies diminishes our expectations of privacy. In other words,
we are simultaneously private and social beings, and these two roles collide,
sometimes to our detriment" (Dej, 2004: 159).

Starting from the interpretation of how "black chronicle", tabloids and other
media are increasingly violating the right to privacy of Serbian citizens, this paper
aims to highlight the social role of the media and their influence on society and the
individual, in order to improve the communication, ethical and legal frameworks in
which it takes place.

The monitoring was conducted through a comparative quantitative and
qualitative analysis of the content of ten daily newspapers (Politika, Danas, Vecernje
novosti, Blic, Alo, Informer, Kurir, Objektiv, Nova, and Srpski Telegraf), in the
period from December 3rd to 12th, 2021 and 2022, but also by simultaneously
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monitoring their portals.? This is a simple random sample whose size is adapted to the
nature of this level of research and sufficient to reliably answer the research questions
and objectives of the work.

When selecting and systematizing the sample and the obtained results, two
methodological principles were applied: the first is gradualism, which means that
starting from general communication theories, we moved towards the basic theory of
genres and more deeply towards the special and specific rubric of "black chronicle";
the second principle was the movement from the more familiar, simpler and more
easily understandable reporting on violence and related pathological phenomena
towards complex, essential and most serious forms and contents as possible causes of
violations of the right to privacy.’

The total sample of the research consisted of 176 different editions of daily
newspapers, not counting weekend supplements and review supplements. Since the
analysis was carried out in two stages, we separated the results by year: from a total
of 5,136 different texts published in the first year of the research, we separated a large
corpus of 899 texts (17.50% of the total content) that related to the crime chronicle.

A new sampling was carried out a year later, with the difference that the
newspaper Objektiv was no longer there because it had stopped publishing in the
meantime. We identified a total of 4,782 texts, from which we separated a corpus of
861 texts, which is 18% of the total content.

3. RESEARCH RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

By adding up the above quotas, we came to the data that a total of 9,918 texts
were published in the specified interval, of which 1,760 were from the field of crime
reporting (17.74%). In accordance with the subject of the research, we focused on the
qualitative and characteristic features of genres in which the identity of the actors is
revealed without public interest and their personal data is disclosed.

We isolated 412 texts that violate the privacy of the actors, as a rule, from the
sphere of violence and accidents. 53 photographs of minors were also published, along
with personal data that helped in their identification. We therefore focused our

3 Understanding the concept of moral panic implies public concern based on the feeling ("anticipation™)
that the number of actors of deviant behavior, the problems they present and the support they receive,
represent a social danger that must be stopped. See in: Eriche Goode and Ben Yehuda: Moral panics:
Culture, Politics, and Social Construction, Anny Rew, Sociol, 1994, 149-171.
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attention on identifying motives in journalistic procedures that could point to the
responsibility of journalists.

We faced two theoretical approaches in journalism, but also two judicial
traditions. The former interprets that only the state and the judiciary have the norms
to make such an assessment — ideally in the public interest. The latter believe that an
instance that draws legitimacy from the profession would better define the specific
responsibilities of journalists, while rejecting attempts by the state or the judiciary to
subject them to their control, which would come at the cost of their independence. In
countries where the second view dominates — throughout Scandinavia and in Anglo-
Saxon countries — a system based on ethical codes and the creation of mechanisms to
monitor their compliance was very successful during the second half of the 20th
century. It is present in most member states of the European Union, but also in
countries that belong to the so-called Western culture.

A visual representation of the characteristics of reporting on the black chronicle
shows that the domestic press devotes an extremely high percentage of texts to the
black chronicle.

g — —
m Politika 9.49
Danas 3.64
Nova 4.66
Informer 9.2
Kurir 16.65
Objektiv 4.71
mAlo 13.3
| Srpski telegraf 12.27
m Blic 10.11
B Vecernje novosti 14.31

Chart 1. Share of texts from Black chronicle in the total number of texts in
the observed dailies in percentages in the period from December 3 to 12, 2021 and
2022

If we were to apply the mirror theory in commenting on the results obtained,
which claims that events "determine the selection of news," while journalists "merely
hold up a mirror and transmit to the public a reflection of such reality," we would have
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reason to be seriously concerned as a society.* Fortunately, the theory was dominated
by the teachings of Herbert J. Gans, who saw news selection as a coherent system of
preferences based on similar values and ethical standards. The press, through
published content, shapes an audience with a specific field of interest (taste), which,
in addition to class determinations, can also be made up of race, age, ethnicity,
religious affiliation, place of residence, and similar influences. In addition to high
culture, upper-middle culture, lower-middle culture, Gans (2008,) also distinguishes
low culture and quasi-folkloric low culture, which of the above most closely matches
the situation. This is especially pronounced for children and youth who, under the
influence of reporting and articles on violence, lose their sensitivity to it and begin to
accept it as a normal phenomenon, while one part begins to glorify crime and violence
(Peri¢, 2017, 146-147).

4. (UN)ETHICALITY OF THE BLACK CHRONICLE

In media practice, there should be no difference between the ethics of journalists
and the ethics of media companies. However, the commercialization of media systems
has made media owners interested exclusively in profit, while the public interest is
almost marginalized. Hence the huge discrepancy between media management and
journalists who, by protecting the professional code and integrity, also defend the
morality of society. The mixing of news information, entertainment and
sensationalism, along with the increasingly evident populist pandering to the
audience, causes ethical dilemmas and calls into question the meaning of the concepts

> and moral reasoning®. The nature of ethics is based on

of public welfare
recommendations, voluntary acceptance and respect for socially proclaimed values,
as opposed to the law that implements what is socially determined and accepted. This
means that ethics in some cases transcends laws, because many actions are legal, but
not ethical. This is important for journalism because it often seeks publicity in a

sensationalist manner, by abusing anonymous sources and confidential information

4 Croatian communicologist Stjepan Malovié states that the mirror theory was valid in the 1960s, but
that it began to disappear with the spread of electronic media (2007: 70).

3 Joseph Pulitzer, one of the founders of the tabloid press, wrote that the freedom to publish information
has certain ethical responsibilities: "Nothing short of the highest ideals, the most scrupulous desire to
do right, the most precise knowledge of the problems it must face, and a sincere sense of moral
responsibility will save journalism from subordination to business interests and the fulfillment of
selfish interests, which are contrary to the public welfare" (Pulitzer, J. 1904: 658).

6 By this term, we mean a systematically structured process of making ethical decisions, through
arguments and persuasion processes based on rational professional standards of journalism.
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and illegally obtained photographs (recordings), which at the end of the entire
information chain turns out to be false or spun.

Compared to foreign experiences, our black chronicles are much more brutal
and explicit in their descriptions, far beyond the limits of decency. Distrust in the
media developed with scandals that created significant publicity through
inappropriate reporting (for example, the case of the murder of a boy (13) at the cost
of violating privacy and revealing his identity (Mughopmep, 7.12.2022.). An example
of reporting by the same media outlet's portal the day before shows how it should have
been reported (blurred photo of the face, initials of the victim, general information
about the accident). However, since the number of clicks was not close to competing
portals, the print edition published a full photo the next day, with all personal
information and photos from the scene of the accident and the school he attended.
After that, some journalists became more cautious, trying not to report information in
their reports, texts or broadcasts that violate the victim's privacy.” Dale Jacquet,
pointing out the moral abuses in the violation of the right to privacy, draws attention
to the “slippery slope problem” in the very definition of privacy. “If journalists are
allowed to investigate the health of the Secretary of State, it sets a precedent for doing
the same in the case of the Secretary of Transport. If such prying into the private lives
and personal circumstances of state officials is permitted, why should it not be
permitted in the case of the Secretary of Transport? And why not then investigate
other things, besides serious health issues, for example, sexual preferences, details of
intimate family life... and anything else” (2007: 266).

By conducting similar thematic analyses, we noticed the importance of
positioning crime news content in the front pages of newspapers.® In our research,
12.1 percent of the texts were found on the front pages, while the highest percentage
of such texts were placed on the upper left (17.8%) or upper right (20.9%). Tabloids
even separate several pages in a row, bringing them under the headings Chronicle or
Society, so it can be concluded that the focus is on graphic positioning that follows
the reader's eye so that more sensational topics attract more attention. In the critically
oriented press, such topics are positioned in the lower half of the page, to the right or

7 Most of the world's tabloids have raised the issue of the consequences for the mental health of reporters
who report on such topics, as a change in behavior was observed after returning to the newsroom - they
began to drink, withdraw into themselves, could not sleep and had nightmares. The Dart Center for
Journalism and Trauma at Columbia University is engaged in this area, especially with reporters who
return from war zones and crisis areas. No research on this topic has ever been conducted in Serbia.

8 See: JenToBuh, A.; Bajuh, I1. and Bojunosuh, M. (2022):. Black news as a segment of the media agenda
in daily newspapers in Serbia, Sociological Review.
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left towards the margins, which indirectly conveys that they are less significant. The
place of placement of the text is important because it helps to frame the visual
structure of the narrative and photographs, which is essential for deeper
communication with the reader.

The "Rules on the Protection of Human Rights in the Field of Providing Media
Services", which was adopted as a by-law by the Regulatory Body for Electronic
Media (REM), insists that tragic events must be reported without sensationalism and
with respect for the right to privacy and dignity of victims, their relatives or other
persons close to them, and it is also prohibited to exert pressure on them to obtain
statements for the media (Art. 19). ° Respect for the right to personal reputation is a
basic human, but also an ethical right. Vecernje Novosti 9.12.2022 on the front page,
they publish a “horrifying confession” from the father of a boy who, according to his
claim, was “raped at school.” The text provides numerous identifying details, from
the names of the parents, the school the victim attends, and the place of residence to
a statement from the principal of the institution, which reveals the identity. By fueling
feelings of parental concern and uncertainty, by inserting unreliable details to make
the story more believable, the readership of the text increases. There is no fact-
checking from multiple sources, and the very next day the same newspaper publishes:
"Investigation into alleged abuse in Ni§", from which we learn that "a psychiatrist
determines whether the student was raped"?

The media themselves become actors in the race for sensation, circulation and
profit, reporting on violence with stereotyped codes in line with the expectations of
the audience. Death sells best on newsstands, and the more intricate and unbelievable
the narrative, the more attractive the story. In the analyzed text, Kypup uses the phrase
"MADNESS", colored red (sublimely associated with blood), to reinforce the
narrative about the mass murderer with the claim about the attempted murder of his
"birth mother". The entire female side of the family is imperceptibly drawn into the
content, so that in addition to the murdered girl, we read about her grandmother and
aunt, but also about the relatives of the murdered family.

Tabloid journalism does not apply the procedure of verifying the accuracy of
the stated data, constructing an accusation based on short media statements of dubious
credibility. Researchers of changes in public perceptions observe how "between

° ,MosxeMo MPUXBATHTH TO Ja CykKoO m3Meljy moTpeGe jaBHOCTH 32 TAYHHM UH(POPMAIHjaMa U HKEJbe
akiuoHapa 3a npo(uTom Huje HeusOexaH. U xesba aa ce 3apajiv NPUCTOjaH JA0XOJAK M OJUIyKa Jia ce
MIPEKMHE UCTPAXKHUBAKE KOje je Jocmeno y hopcokak Mory OMTH NPUMEPEHM; MOpallHa NHUTamba Ce
jaBJpajy Kaza ce To JBOje Halla3e y OJHOCY y3poka U nocneauue,” nuiry Cristians, Fackler, Roztoll and
McKee: Media Ethics, 2001: 35.
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objective data and subjective impressions, mass media spread as intermediaries in the
interpretation of reality, while the role of the audience is also transformed, which
increasingly remains a passive object of other people's influence" (Ilepuh, JeToBHUA,
2023: 248). The lines between fact and fiction are skillfully blurred, the entire claim
is based on an unconfirmed source ("allegedly"), but by mystifying the entire event
and reminding us of the tragic anniversary, the victims' emotions come to the fore.

The analysis of the above examples shows the existence of genre clichés: "The
media has a fairly widely adopted practice of taking the position that this is a difficult
to understand tragedy that could not have been predicted, even when, completely
paradoxically, it simultaneously states the existence of domestic violence for many
years, the victim's repeated appeal to institutions due to domestic violence, etc. This
media search for an immediate motive, within the framework of what immediately
preceded the murder and to which the importance of the main, "crowning" cause of
femicide is attributed, speaks most of the media's continuously existing
misunderstanding of the problem of gender-based violence and its culmination in the
form of femicide" (Mpmesuh, 2015: 17). Often, crime reporters forget the basics of
their profession, becoming detectives who search for murderers (not suspects),
"without the slightest shame or scruple."'°

The newspaper Blic on December 5, 2022, on page 17, gives significant space
to an article about a man who beat up a shop assistant at a market. The source of the
information is social networks, but the author is not cited anywhere, just as the victim's
photos are taken from a close family member, but there is no information in the text.
According to the Code, reporting on events involving pain and shock should be in a
way that expresses compassion and discretion, and as we can see, the text that follows
does not even remotely respect this.

The dominance of the sensationalist-rural cultural pattern in the print media in
Serbia is largely a consequence of commercialization, since media owners are
interested in attracting as large an audience as possible and thus gaining powerful
advertisers. Douglas Kellner is of a similar opinion, who, analyzing the phenomenon
of media culture, believes that "the production of culture for profit means that the
leaders of this industry strive to produce items that will be popular, that will sell well,
or, in the case of radio and television, attract the largest possible audience." In many
cases, this means creating a product with the lowest common denominator, which will

10 More in: In the public interest, Handbook for journalists, editors and journalism students on the
most frequently violated provisions of the Journalists' Code of Serbia, Press Council, Ministry of
Culture and Information of the Republic of Serbia, Belgrade, 2019.
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not repel a wide audience and which will attract the maximum number of consumers”
(Kelner, 2004:27).

On December 9, 2021, Kypup published a photo of a 16-year-old girl killed in
a traffic accident across its entire page, revealing her identity as well as information
about other actors in the tragic event. The source of data is the Instagram 192 page,
which deals exclusively with black chronicle and which is often used to download
content from other portals and media. It ignores the fact that the Serbian Journalists'
Code, in Chapter VII (Right to Privacy), states: "when reporting on accidents and
criminal acts, it is not permitted to publish the names and photographs of victims and
perpetrators that clearly identify them. Also, it is not permitted to publish any data
that could indirectly reveal the identity of either the victim or the perpetrator, before
the competent authority officially announces it." (Article 1, point 1, page 23). By
revealing the details of “brutal scenes” — bruises, smashed heads, spilled blood,
destroyed cars, used knives and guns — reporters send the message that victims are
powerless, which encourages and incites perpetrators to commit new crimes. The law
is clear — such information may not be published without the consent of a minor. The
Press Council’s monitors confirm our observation, assessing that “the media no
longer shy away from disturbing content, and thus also report details of crimes, which
is not in the public interest at all.”!'! It is also important to note the visual impact of
tabloids, because by forcing yellow, red, and black backgrounds, they sublimely
stimulate the audience's attention.'?

Furthermore, we turn to another important feature of reporting in cases of
violation of the right to privacy of actors. The emphasis is on the simultaneous
glamorization and simplification of all content, to the detriment of an analytical
approach. In the sphere of crime, this change has profound consequences: “A realistic
presentation of crime would imply the media’s reliance on facts, more precisely, a
presentation of the structure and trends of crime according to official statistics.
Consequently, individual forms of crime should be represented in the media in
proportion to their share in the overall structure of crime. However, the media distort
crime by selectively reporting on individual forms of crime, solely on the basis of
their commercial importance.” (Kesi¢, Dzeletovi¢ & Tomi¢, 2020, str. 1424).

1 Press Council, Results of the work of the Complaints Commission and monitoring of compliance
with the Journalists' Code in daily newspapers from October 1, 2022 to January 31, 2023. Accessed
21.3.2026.

12 Yellow and red are warm colors that encourage feelings of excitement, while black creates a contrast
that is associated with evil and death. In the research sample, almost all texts about murders, accidents,
or the death of celebrities had a dark background or were illustrated with black and white photography..
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Under the disguise of commercialization, collective victimization can appear as
a danger to an entire category of the population. For example, the robbery and murder
of a retired couple in Novi Sad causes fear and paranoia in a number of similar lonely
couples, who identify with the victims. Self-pity, pain, anger, egocentrism, cynicism,
fatalism... are some of the feelings that are easily mediated by the media, creating an
atmosphere of fear and hopelessness.

The Serbian Journalists' Code has foreseen such situations, expecting journalists
to respect the privacy, dignity and integrity of the people they write about, especially
when it comes to sensitive groups, especially children. The most important
professional document further specifies: "Even if the competent state authorities
publish data that falls within the domain of the privacy of the perpetrator or victim,
the media must not transmit that information. The mistake of state authorities does
not imply "permission” to violate the ethical principles of the profession."

5. CONCLUSION

The research results we have come up with are comparable to similar works that
have analyzed the treatment of the right to privacy in the Serbian press (see: Kneyr,
IMpomanosuh, 2022). Editorial policy is biased towards tabloid-sensationalist
discourse, with a significantly higher frequency of publication on portals, although
the frequencies in the press are also significant (Mudopmep, Beuepwe HOBOCTH,
Kypup u Ano). The thematic focus is on events and phenomena that we have reduced
to the sphere of violence, crime and accidents. It is interesting that the right to privacy
is violated regardless of the status of the actors in terms of public recognition.

The evident crisis of the Serbian daily press confirms the need for a radically
different model of its organization. In the era of commercial pressures, clickstreams
and algorithms, the solution lies in the production of quality information exempt from
market law and political constraints, both in the digital and printed spheres. The
normative framework that regulates the right to privacy of citizens is good (the Law
on the Protection of Personal Data, the Law on Public Information and the Media,
journalistic ethical standards on the protection of privacy and reporting on sensitive
social groups...), but the problem lies in their insufficiently efficient implementation.
We have also noticed a lack of permanent education of the public about the right to
privacy, but what is more important for the wider community - the lack of more active
prevention of all types of social deformities. This means that in Serbian journalism

76



Ana JEVTOVIC, Ph.D., Nenad PERIC, Ph.D.

there is a conflict between the role of journalists to protect the public interest and
engagement that would increase the owner's income.

Pictures of corpses on the front pages, revealing the identities of victims of
violence, mobbing, and rape are some examples of the erosion of the dignity of the
victim, which the media should protect. Manipulation of statements "from
confidential sources", revealing information about victims while the investigation is
ongoing, revealing details about the lives of their families, are just some of the
examples of how unprofessional behavior by journalists can be the cause of human
rights violations, because by not respecting the presumption of innocence, the
journalist makes it difficult or impossible for the impartiality of the court's work. In
the race for ratings, selected, processed, but also constructed stories, the media seem
to be trying to break down every possible taboo and social norm. This has, admittedly,
been present in many spheres of life since the end of the last century and the beginning
of this century (Tomuh, ITepuh,, 2025, 334-335), but this does not give the media and
journalists the right to insist on it.
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Ip Ana JEBTOBUR*
Hp Henag I[IEPUR™

»~LIPHA XPOHUKA*“ 1 KPIIEWKE [TPABA HA ITPUBATHOCT V¥V
MEJINICKOM U3BEILITABABY

Caxkerak

AyTopu pa3marpajy CJI0XKEeHU 0JHOC MehyyTHlamka Menuja 1 KpUMHUHAINTETA,
noceOHO aHanusupajyhu craryc pyOpHke ,,[JpHa XpOHHKAa“ M KpIIemka MpaBa Ha
MIPUBATHOCT Y HOBHMHAPCKOM H3BemTaBamby. OCHOBHO TOJA3MUINTE y pady je na
Menuju GopcrpameM CeH3AIMOHAIMCTHYKO-TaOJOMAHUX HacioBa M QoTorpaduja
aKTepa pa3zIMYUTUX KPUMOICHHMX M JICBHjaHTHHMX IOjaBa y TPUM 3a PEJTUH3UMA U
KJIMKCTPUMOBMMA YECTO KpuUle IpaBHE HOpPME U HPOPECHOHATHE KOJAEKCE.
[Ty6nukoBame HENOTPEOHUX JeTa’ba O HAYWMHUMA W3BpIICHA KPUBUYHOT Jejia HE
JONPUHOCH KBAJMTETHH]EM H3BEIITABalbhy, HUTU 3AIUTUTH jaBHOI WHTepeca, aju
MIPOU3BOJIN JYOOKY MATHY XpPTBaMa M HUXOBHM Topojauiama, moBpehyjyhu mm
J0CTOjaHCTBO M HaHOcehu momatHy Oon. Pesynratn ananmse mokasyjy na je cprcka
niTaMna  TpPeoKylmupaHa HACWIHMYKUM cajpkajuMa, IubaHo ojgabpaHuM u
HapaTHBHO I10J€HOCTaB/bEHUM KaKo OU 3amamuiia U MoKkupana yutaone. Llypeme u
MaHUIYJIHCAkhe H3jaBaMa W3 IMOBEPJbUBUX H3BOPA, M3HOMICHE I0JaTaKka JOK je
ucTpara y TOKY, OTKpPHMBame JeTajba M3 JKMBOTa WIAHOBA IIOPOJMIIA KPTaBa,
IIPEeICTaBIbajy HEKE 0] IpUMepa Kako HeMpo(heCHOHATHO NOHAIIake HOBUHAPA MOXKE
OWTH pasJor KpIlema JbY/ICKHUX IpaBa, jep He NOITyjyhu mpeTrnocTaBKy HEBHHOCTH
HOBHMHAap/ka OTeXaBa WJIM OHeMoryhaBa HENpHCTpacHOCT paaa cynoBa. IIpomena
KAHPOBCKE IMapaJnuTrMe BUJbUBA j€ U Y TIOMYJIapr3aIiiji HeKpO(PUITHOT HOBUHAPCTBA,
Koje npozaajyhu ciamMke CMpTH, MaTHkU U Tyre poaOuHe U OJUCKUX MpHjaTesba, 3apaj
npo¢uTa ra3u BUXOBY IPUBATHOCT.

KibyuHe peun: ,ipHa XpOHHKA', HACUIbE, U3BCIITABALE, CCH3AIMOHAIN3AM,
IIPaBO HA NPUBATHOCT.
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